12 months in Buchanan County Parks and Natural Astasy & photos by Sondra Cabell, Naturalist
unless noted)

December; SchneideiHieneckRowe Area (SHRhd Hoover Area

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Buchanan/Park/SchneidiieneckRoweArea.aspx

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Buchanan/Park/Hoow&rea.aspx

Directions: On the west side of Stewart Avenue three miles south of D47 just east of Quasqueton.
(Directional sign on D47)

If you go:Both are areas where hunting is not allowelrash is present, please help remove what you
can.Remember SHR has a marsh as well as many acres of forest. The marsh had just a thin layer of ice
when | wentg always be cautious on new ice. There are no trails at¢3iRit is a place everyone

shauld feel comfortable exploring. U2 to its size, you really cannot get lost. The rectandiQaacre

area has a field to the sduita residence to the west and roadways on both the north and east sides.
Hoover area is anothdorested20-acrerectangle dagonally adjacent to the northwest corner of SHR.

Its boundares area bit more difficult to define with private woodland on its easest, and northwest

sides

Buchanan County Conservation owns and manages several properties in the southeasterthgart of
county along and near the Wapsipinicon RivBue to their location, these areas are ones that | have
not taken a lot of time to appreciatgl just made my second visit to SchneidtieneckRowe and
Hoover areas last week. Both areas are set asd@eas for nature appreciation and hunting is not
allowed

When you first approach the areas, it is easy to underestimate their appeal. You can easily see through
the winter woods from the north side of SHR to the sogtmd there does not seem to bruch

beyond a small wetland that might catch your eye. As | parked near a no hunting sign, the first thing |
noticed beyond that was trashand | had nothing to carry it out in.

But it was also right at the sign that | saw the
first indication that theramight be more to
enjoyon this winter visit At the base of the
sign was a small green leaf with many parallel
white veins through it Putty-root orchid.

Putty-root is unique in that it does not
produce leaves in the summer, but only in fall.
The gren leavegphoto 1) persist through

the winter through early spring when thelie
off. Then in late spring to early summer, if
the leaf has had enough chance to



https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Buchanan/Park/Schneider-Hieneck-Rowe-Area.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Buchanan/Park/Hoover-Area.aspx

photosynthesize through the colder months
a flower stalk will emerge Puttyroot

flowers (ptoto 2)arereddish or purplish
brown and grow on a single stalk about 12
inches tallln any given year, ost plants
with leaves will not produce flowers, but
with the number of leaves present in these
woodland areas, there are sure to be at
least a few fhwering stalks. Native
Americans and early settlers reportedly use
a sticky paste made from the corm like root
of the plants to repair pottery or crockery
hence the name.

Frozen with a thin layer of ice, a small marsh sits quietly in the afternoamsiine east side of SHR
Come early spring the warming waters will
likely resound with the calls of chorus frogs
and toads. By May, the cattails will provide
the nesting materials for redinged
blackbirds and the wood duck boxgshoto

3) will be hostingncubating hensitting on
more than a dozen eggs. The swamp
milkweeds will be feeding monarch
caterpillars and hummingbirds,
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will be buzzing after mosquitos, and small
mammals will be raising young hidden
nurseriesamong thereeds (photo4). Trails
among the winter reeds, however, reveal
routes taken more recentlg perhaps by
deer stopping for a drink before the water
froze.

Following one of the traslout into the open
woodlands (invasive honeysuckle has not
gotten a foothold here tO NR 6 R G KS dzy RSNRG2NRO &2dz Oy TFAY
here. Jays and woodpeckers scold from the treemntoouncetheir presence Other wildlife was likely
sleeping away the day ready to take over the night shift.

¢

One fallen logvas covered with what appeared to be sevesab S | & Qof sc#&. NdbWously a raccoon
had found its own veren of an outhous@nd neon sign. The scents there would let other raccoons

dragonflies




know the territory was taken. For mig,
revealedcluesaboutwhat it was eating (photo
5) in its markedly vaed diet. Corn was part of
the dietg likely from a nearby field and
evidence of predatiorould be seen with fur.
Somethingg maybe berries produced almost
black scat and possible eggshells made anothers
largely white. This raccoon $aninteresting
fAFTS AF AdGQa RASG Aa

_ Hollows at the bases of several trees held the remains

5 of hickory nuts and acorns with the innards cleaned out
(photo 6)¢ the smaller holes in the nut shells make this
likely thegarbage oflying squirrelsmiceor chipmunks
dropped out their back doors.

Without their summer wardrobe of leaves, the trees in
the woodland reveal unique stories of their own. A
small sapling bends beneath the weight of a fallen tree,
but reaches beyond for the light. It will never tower
straight
and tall
again,
but will
forever
be bent
with
the tale
of this
burden.
: Scars :
cover the trunk of a mature oak leaving behimatls that
look like giant pimplefom the ground to near the top
of the tree (photo 7). Short lived basswoods regrow
from the root systems of cut or fallen trees to foirmg ,
clusters of several trunks. Cherry trees stand apart wif SN
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bark, and shagbark hickories witieir namesake ‘ 4\
G aKl 33 é eésewobdhhdstaretely diverse in both
species and in tree age. Death of a giant might mean
sunlight for a younger tree and several trees are growi
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at angles indicating they took advantage of the new light. And on trestdloor, branches and logs in
various stages of decomposition host fungi and mosses covered in snow (photo 8).

Evidence is also apparent of a quite dense stand of garlic mustard in the southwest corner of SHR. With
its dense growth pattern, it is quitékely to outcompete the puttyroot orchid if left unmanaged. Look

for your opportunity to assist iremoving this easily pulled invasive this sprimy contact us at 319

636-2617 to volunteer to help us and we will contact you then with more inforomati

*This is the § in the series of 12 months in Buchanan County Parks. Previous editions are available on
our website at www.buchanancountyparks.com.



